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Human beings have a keen interest in the mystery of the universe
since the dawn of civilization. Our planetary system, named solar
system, is located in an outer spiral arm of the Milky Way Galaxy and
consists of our star, the Sun, the planets Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars,
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune, dwarf planets such as Pluto,
dozens of moons and millions of asteroids, comets and meteoroids. The
Solar System was formed 4.6 billion years ago from the gravitational
collapse of a giant interstellar molecular cloud. Curiosity inspired man
to start the journey to decipher the mystery of the uncanny realm of
the universe. Man's endeavour to reveal the unknown world of
astronomy and its scientific study has been shouldered by iconic
philosophers and scientists like Ptolemy, Copernicus, Galileo, Newton,
Hubble, Hawking. This legacy of research is still being carried on in
many countries of the world. The era of robotic exploration—sending
unmanned spacecraft beyond Earth started almost 55 years ago. Large
number of expeditions are going on sending space craft with and
without human beings to the space, to moon and planets like Mars
and others . It deserves mention that India is one of the leading
countries regarding space research. We are waiting for the days when
the space expeditions will no longer mean nearly the launching of a
space shuttle, but the research output will be applied for the
development and sustenance of the forward journey of human
civilization.
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